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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  
MONDAY 17TH MARCH 2008 

IN ST KENELM’S HALL AT 7.00PM 
 
 
1. Present:  Cllr David Haley (Chairman), Cllr Colin Alderman, Cllr Sue Bicker, Cllr Ted Cambray, 

Cllr Stephen Hodge, Cllr Tom Smith, Cllr Jonathan Stowell and Mrs Katherine Doughty (Clerk).   
 

Parishioners present:   6. 
 

Apologies for absence:   District Councillor Warwick Robinson and County Councillor Rodney 
Rose. 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00pm. 

 
2. Declaration of interest in agenda items if consi dered necessary:   None 

 
3. Ripley Avenue Management Committee 

 
(a) Maintenance work 
 

The Clerk advised that Mike Ford had assessed the climbing rope problem (as highlighted in the 
RoSPA Report).  Mr Ford reported that somebody has been trying to burn the rope and although 
it is made from self-extinguishing material, the rope has burnt away thereby exposing wire.  Mr 
Ford recommended that the wire is not taped over or covered as it will make it slippery when in 
use.   
 
Mr Ford also advised that he has tightened the swing bolts and used some Locktite.  The gate 
will be repaired when the area is less busy.  The patches under the junior swings still need to be 
repaired as the weather continues to be too wet and cold to repair the surface. 
 
Regarding patrol of a dog warden, the Clerk advised that she had spoken with WODC and they 
advise that despite revised laws in place for visits by a dog warden, they still have not assigned 
the powers to a warden.  It was suggested that we write to the District Council requesting the 
assistance of a dog warden, which would in turn highlight the problem.  Cllr Smith proposed that 
we write requesting assistance, seconded by Cllr Hodge. Carried unanimously. 
 
Lastly, the Clerk advised that the missing fencing from the play park was located close to 25 
Ripley Avenue and needs to be removed for safe keeping.  Clerk to action as necessary. 

 
(b) Bike ramps 
 

A positive site meeting was held with Roger Davis, Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association, on 
15th March at Ripley Avenue play park.  A discussion ensued on the best way forward and it 
was agreed that the youths design a layout; local help including the use of a mechanical digger 
is enlisted and once the circuit is built, photos taken to preserve the details.  If digging is 
undertaken after the circuit is completed or if things go wrong, then the circuit will be 
removed/flattened.  Periods of review are to be held to discuss any elements that need to be 
changed.  The Council agreed 2-3 loads of top soil are required to construct the jumps and that 
they should not be made by digging into Ripley Avenue.   
 
Cllr Haley proposed that a working party is formed (Cllr Bicker, Cllr Stowell and Cllr Haley) with a 
view to obtaining the soil; enlisting the help of a team of people and obtaining the use of a digger 
and dumptruck to move the soil.  Seconded by Cllr Hodge, agreed unanimously.
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(c) Bin hardstanding area 
 

A revised quote from Gordon Hill has been received for £960 + VAT.  It was felt that this sum 
was still costly in relation to the job required and as an alternative, a concrete surface would 
suffice.  Clerk to liaise with Andy Taylor to assess the area and obtain a quote for a concrete 
slab to be laid.  Upon receipt of the quote, the Clerk is to arrange an extraordinary meeting to 
review. 
 

(d) Other  
 

Cllr Smith advised that upon visiting Ripley Avenue, he felt that some of the trees’ lower 
branches require trimming and that a ‘gravel run-off area’ be created at the top entrance to the 
field to avoid mud being brought onto the road.  Cllr Smith agreed to liaise with Andy Taylor to 
review the work and organise a quotation. 
 
The Clerk reported that a pedestrian safety barrier will be installed at the end of the top entrance 
to the field to stop children cycling straight into the road.   
 
Also, concern was raised again by a parishioner at their neighbour’s unsightly use of wooden 
pallets on a front garden.  The Parish Council are powerless to help further and have advised 
the concerned residents how to proceed.   
 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting:   The minutes of the meeting held on 18th February 2008 
were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  Proposed by Cllr Hodge, 
seconded by Cllr Smith, carried unanimously. 

 
5. Ralph Grant, Highways, Oxfordshire County Counci l 
 
(a) Highway Issues 
 

Experimental One-Way System – A draft Traffic Regulation Order had been received from OCC. 
It principally set out that the 30mph speed limit is extended to include the road past Windrush 
Farm.  The Order was circulated to the Councillors for review.  It was agreed that if no action 
from OCC was noted after 2 weeks had passed, then the Clerk should contact Paul Wilson, 
OCC (copy to Ralph Grant and Rodney Rose) to request an update. 

 
· New Bus Shelter at Bushey Ground junction 

 
At the Parish Council’s extraordinary meeting held on 27 February, it was agreed that in view of 
Toby Toms’ comments (advising that the Council do not need permission from property owners 
to install a bus shelter and that even if the Council sought permission from other property 
owners, it is unlikely that they are also going to agree to the requests) that we go ahead with 
installing a bus shelter on land adjacent to 154 Brize Norton Road. 
 
Site plans were drafted and sent with the completed bus shelter grant application form to OCC.  
OCC responded advising that the bus shelter needs to be a cantilever design, with reduced 
width sides and set away from the perimeter of 154 Brize Norton Road so that the residents can 
easily maintain the wall/laurels from the road side. 
 
The site plans have therefore been amended and a different bus shelter design chosen. 
 
Queensbury Bus Shelters (who supplied the existing bus shelters) have forwarded 2 quotes.   A 
quote for a solid back shelter was received for £3493.44 compared to £3264.00 for a clear back 
(for comparison purposes). 
 
On this basis, OCC have offered a grant of £2786.55 for a solid backed bus shelter (as 
recommended by OCC).  Toby Toms advises that we could have a clear backed shelter as long 
as someone is prepared to clean it regularly – a grant of £2644.30 has been offered on this 
basis. 
 
Cllr Stowell proposed that a solid backed bus shelter be installed.  Seconded by Cllr Bicker, 5 in 
favour, 2 abstentions.  Carried. 
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Also, Toby Toms, Public Transport Team OCC, advises that the bus stop and hardstanding 
cannot go on the grass verge in front of 25/27 Brize Norton Road due to possible problems with 
the wall.  It was requested that the bus stop be installed in front of Davana Holdings instead. 
 
It was concluded that if OCC and associated representatives believe that is the best place for it, 
then the Parish Council has no concerns with the request.  Proposed by Cllr Stowell, seconded 
by Cllr Cambray.  Carried unanimously. 
 

· Old A40 Car Park 
 
The Clerk raised the subject of whether the Parish Council wish to pursue the creation of a 
village car park at the Old A40 layby, in view of the fact that the Countryside Service has 
recently refurbished the footpath in the area.  
 
Cllr Smith proposed that the Parish Council do not pursue as it is not the right site for a car park.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowell.  3 in favour. 4 against. Not carried.  
 
Cllr Alderman proposed that the Parish Council pursue, as it would cost nothing to ascertain the 
feasibility of the project.  Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  4 in favour, 3 against.  Carried. 
 

(b) Location of Recycling Bins 
 

In view of the fact that Councillors had a number of ideas for possible sites, it was suggested by 
Bob Lightfoot that the Parish Council agree on a site and then meet with him and Cllr David 
Harvey to discuss.  The proposed sites to be fully explored, are the Scout Hut and the triangle of 
land off the top of the White Hart pub garden.  Proposed by Cllr Cambray, seconded by Cllr 
Stowell, 6 in favour, 1 abstention.  Carried. 

 
(c) Recommendations for a revised Conservation Area 
 

The Chairman asked for any comments regarding the draft WODC Minster Lovell Conservation 
Area Statement discussed at the last meeting and circulated to all Councillors. 
 
Cllr Stowell proposed that as the Area currently stops at School Hill, it should be continued 
westwards to the edge of the Village, North of the B4047 (see Appendix A).  Seconded by Cllr 
Hodge, 4 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention. (See Appendix A). 
 
Cllr Smith and Cllr Haley declared interests being residents of Charterville allotment area.  Cllr 
Smith outlined the Chartist land history and the land that had been eaten into over many years 
by development. 
 
Cllr Hodge advised that the Conservation Area in the lower village does not include Manor Farm.  
Cllr Haley proposed that the Parish Council ask Mr Parkinson why this property is not included.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowell.  Carried unanimously.  

 
No other recommendations were made.   
 
A letter received from Mr Beechener was read out, which expressed his concern to hear that the 
Parish Council were going to discuss the inclusion of Chartist land south of the B4047 in the 
Conservation Area.  He further stated that a few years ago a parish poll was held on this matter 
and this idea was rejected by the Village. 
 

(d) War memorial update 
 

Cllr Alderman reported on his meeting with Paul Wilson to discuss relocation of streetlight and 
road sign.  Kieran Murphy, Streetlighting, OCC is to be contacted regarding the relocation of the 
street light.  (815700). Cllr Alderman advised that the relocation of Brize Norton Road roadsigns 
should ideally be moved onto nearby walls.  Clerk to liaise with the District Council as necessary.   

 
Cllr Stowell advised that the war memorial had been cleaned but recutting work was 
outstanding.  Cllr Stowell will pursue.   
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(e) Other 
 
· Signing of Grass Cutting Contracts 
 

It was agreed that the contracts be signed outside the meeting by Cllr Haley and one other 
member. 

 
· Posts for opposite Bridge Cottage 

 
It was agreed that the Clerk purchase some posts from Slingsby and contact Mike Ford to install.  
Proposed by Cllr Alderman, seconded by Cllr Stowell.  Carried. 

 
· Burford School Association letter 
 

Further to the previous Parish Council discussions on this matter, it was felt that on reflection, a 
fundraising event could be organised in conjunction with the village young people to support this 
project.  Any funds raised would be matched pound for pound to go towards a new school 
minibus.  Proposed by Cllr Haley, seconded by Cllr Cambray, carried. 

 
6. Finance  
 
(a) Payments due: 

 
Payee Amount 

£ 
The White Hart public house – supply of water for war memorial work 50.00 
Society of Local Council Clerks – annual subscription 91.00 
K Doughty – March salary & expenses 360.51 
C.P.R.E. – annual subscription 28.00 
D F Williams (bus shelter cleaning) 12.93 

 
It was agreed that the above cheques are signed.  Proposed by Cllr Aldeman, seconded by Cllr 
Hodge.  Carried unanimously. 

 
(b) Funding requests: None. 

 
(c) Any other financial matters:   
 

Mr Haire has kindly agreed to shortly produce our accounts for the financial year. 
 
7. Warwick Robinson, District Councillor’s Report 
 

No report received due to absence. 
 

8. Rodney Rose, County Councillor’s Report 
 
Cllr Rose advised that the B&E Transport planning application is possibly going to be 
determined on 7 April.  If any parishioners wish to enlist Rodney’s support, then please feel free 
to contact him directly. 
 

9. Refurbishment of grass verge by Spar Shop 
 
Cllr Alderman met with Paul Wilson, OCC, outside the Spar shop.  On reviewing the area, Mr 
Wilson agreed to forward a plan showing planting and reinstatement of posts on both sides of 
the road and increased width path by the Spar shop.   The plans are to be received in 3 weeks.   
 
It was discussed that the Spar shop owners have agreed to tidy the seating area. It was noted 
that news-boards litter the area. 
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10. Parish Council Elections  
 

The Clerk advised that nomination papers are now available.  Completed forms need to be with 
the District Council by noon on Friday 4 April. 
 

11. Planning applications and decisions  
 

� Ref. No. � Address � Proposed � Deadline for response to 
WODC �

1. 

 

08/0347/P/FP Happy Days, 
Burford Road 

Erection of two storey rear 
extension. 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08/0348/P/LB Happy Days, 
Burford Road 

Internal and external 
alterations. 

Minster Lovell Parish 
Council strongly object to 
these applications on the 
following basis:- 
 

· Contrary to Policy BE2 
(a) – the applications 
are not well-designed 
and do not respect the 
existing scale, pattern 
and character of the 
surrounding area, 
being an Area of 
Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.   

 

· Contrary to Policy BE2 
(b) – the extension 
does not respect or 
enhance the form, 
siting, scale, massing 
and external materials 
and colours of 
adjoining buildings.  
The proposed 
materials are felt to be 
incompatible/inappropr
iate with the existing 
property.  The size 
and scale of the 
extension is out of 
proportion to the 
bungalow. 

 

· Contrary to Policy H2 
(a) – the applications 
will erode the 
character and 
appearance of the 
surrounding area, 
including important 
buildings and public 
and private open 
space. 
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     · Contrary to Policy H2 
(b) – the applications 
will adversely affect 
features of historical, 
architectural or 
ecological importance 
and their setting.  The 
second storey aspect 
of the application is 
most concerning 
especially as the 
property is a Listed 
Charterville bungalow. 

 

· Contrary to Policy BE7 
– the applications do 
not preserve or 
enhance the Listed 
Charterville bungalow 
and are not in scale or 
sympathy with the 
original character of 
the building.  The use 
of the proposed 
materials are 
incompatible with the 
property.  

 

· Contrary to Policy NE4 
– the applications do 
not conserve and 
enhance the 
Cotswolds AONB. 

�
Decisions made by West Oxfordshire District Council  Planning Authority �
  �

Ref. No. � Address � Proposed � Decision �

3. 08/0020/P/FP Land adjacent to 
36 Upper Crescent 

AMENDED DESCRIPTION 
 
FROM:- Erection of detached 
dwelling and formation of 
new vehicular access. 
 
TO:- Erection of detached 
dwelling. 

Granted subject to 
conditions. 

4. 08/0136/P/FP 2 Drylands Road Conversion of existing 
garage to provide additional 
living accommodation and 
erection of single storey side 
extension. 

Granted subject to 
conditions due to a 
householder application. 
Clerk to question with Cllr 
Warwick Robinson. 

5. 08/0164/P/FP Sidora, Burford 
Road 

Erection of two storey and 
single storey rear extensions. 

Grant subject to 
conditions. 
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  �
Decisions Outstanding �
� Ref. No. � Address � Details � Decision ��

6. N/A 115 Brize Norton 
Road 

Extension of existing waste 
recycling facility to 
accommodate new plant, 
building, vehicle parking/skip 
storage area and 
weighbridge. 

Minster Lovell Parish 
Council wish to strongly 
object to this application 
on the following points:- 
 

1. Noise nuisance - No 
evaluation of noise 
has been undertaken 
north of the site.  The 
information provided 
suggests an 
unacceptable increase 
in noise from the site. 

 

2. Dust and possible 
pollution nuisance. 

 

 
3. This type of industrial 

development is out of 
character with an 
overwhelmingly 
residential 
neighbourhood/ 
locality. 

 
4. Concern at the 

generation of extra 
traffic due to the 
amount of waste 
tonnage being 
processed which will 
ultimately lead in the 
growth of the 
business. 

 
7. 08/0256/P/FP 65 Brize Norton 

Road 
Erection of rear 
conservatory. 

No comment. 

8. 08/0260/P/FP The Mill & Old 
Swan 

Erection of two storey 
extension to provide 
restaurant, kitchen, training 
rooms and offices. 

Minster Lovell Parish 
Council wish to strongly 
object to this application 
on the following basis:- 
 

· The proposal is not 
well designed and has 
adverse 
characteristics.  It 
does not respect the 
existing size, scale, 
pattern of the 
surrounding area or 
current buildings. 

 

· The Mill & Old Swan is 
in a conservation area 
and the application 
does not preserve or 
enhance the character 
or appearance. 
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· The proposal will 
increase traffic in an 
already busy area. 

 

· A loss of view will be 
incurred which is 
contrary to the 
development advice of 
West Oxfordshire 
District Council’s 
Preservation and 
Enhancement 
document for Minster 
Lovell, as follows:- 

 

· “Special care must be 
taken to ensure that 
views into and out of 
Minster Lovell, as well 
as views within 
Minster Lovell, are not 
harmed.  New 
development must 
incorporate existing 
features of historic, 
visual or natural 
importance, such as 
trees, hedgerows, 
ponds, stone walls, 
paths and tracks.” 

 

Accordingly, it is felt that 
the application is against 
policies BE5 and BE2 (a), 
(b), (c), (d), (e) of the 
West Oxfordshire District 
Council Local Plan 2011. 

 
Decisions made by West Oxfordshire District Council  Planning Authority  
 
None. 
 
Planning Appeal 
 
Mr & Mrs I Cross – 5 Upper Crescent – Conversion of part of existing accommodation to provide self 
contained flat (retrospective).  This Planning Appeal has been dismissed.  
 
Local Development Framework  
 
The Clerk distributed copies of plans detailing areas that had been submitted to the District Council as 
part of the Local Development Framework process.  It was agreed that the Clerk contact the District 
Council to ask how the Parish Council can be involved in the decision making process and report back 
at the next meeting.   
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12. Correspondence 
 
1. WODC – RoSPA playgrounds inspections.  Would we like to continue with inspections for Spring 

& Autumn 08?  Yes please. 
2. Oxfordshire Playing Fields Associations – Play & Sports Seminar for Town & Parish Councils – 

Wed 14 May @ Steeple Aston.  Noted. 
3. Dawn Haley, letter of resignation as Secretary to Trustees of Wash Meadow.  The Chairman 

declared an interest.  It was agreed that Mrs Haley become a Trustee instead of Secretary 
Proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Stowell, 4 in favour, 3 abstentions due to declared 
interests.  With regard to the whether the secretarial position should be a paid role, this was for 
the Trustees to decide.  Letter to Mrs Haley thanking her for her services. 

4. Andrew Forteath, letter of resignation as Chairman of Minster Lovell Sports & Recreation Club.  
No need to respond.  

5. WODC – Notice of Council Tax. 
6. The Clerk read various emails from a resident in Ripley Avenue concerning anti-social 

behaviour.  The issues were discussed and it was noted that the PCSOs are dealing with the 
problems and being vigilant.    

7. Christine Jones regarding parking problems at Drylands Road/Wenrisc Drive junction.  If the 
resident is registered disabled, then the correspondent should request a disabled space marked 
on the road to alleviate problems.  Clerk to pass the email to PCSO Rabson to review parking 
problems.   

8. Email from Mrs Sullivan regarding the Local Development Framework.  Email read and item  
raised under Planning. 

 
General:- 
 
9. BMX Dirt Jumps & Trails – OPFA. 
10. CPRE – Fieldwork magazine 
11. David Cameron MP advice centre information. 
12. ORCC – News bulletin. 
13. Environment Agency – National Flooding Outlook Statement - various. 
14. ClimateXchange Project Update 
15. Petition to Save Parish Councils. 
16. OALC – Information Points for Voluntary Groups. 
17. Met Office – National Severe Weather Warning Services – various. 
18. Whosmybobby.co.uk – update. 
19. PCSO Hilary Rabson – Police Station Surgeries. 
20. WODC – Local Development Framework Update. 
21. Thames Valley Police – News Release re. CCTV. 
22. John Kelly, Met Office Advisor – 3 emails. 
23. The Standards Board – newsletter. 
24. Oxfordshire Partnership – information. 
25. CAG Oxfordshire – newsletter. 
26. Thames Valley Police – Community Policing Awards. 
27. Letter from PC to 154 & 156 Brize Norton Road – for information purposes. 
28. Complete Weed Control. 
29. OCC – Draft Report on Childcare Market Assessment. 
30. ORCC – Primary School Provision update. 
31. Foxbury Farm – flyer. 
 
 
There followed a 10 minute parishioner’s question time.    
 
Cllr Bicker requested that a letter of thanks be sent to Andy Taylor, Cotswold Tree Surgery for 
removing vegetation by church.  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
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Meetings:- 
 
· Parish Council Meeting – Monday 21st April – St Kenelm’s Hall – 7.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katherine Doughty 
Clerk 
 
Signature of Chairman upon approval of Minutes ................................................... 21st April 2008 
 
Copies of Minutes to:  
 
Rodney Rose, County Councillor. 
Warwick Robinson, District Councillor. 
Simon Hoare, District Councillor. 
 
 
 
 
 
Abbreviations:-  Parish Council – PC.  West Oxfordshire District Council – WODC.  Oxfordshire County Council – OCC. 
 



            Appendix A 
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